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Our Panelists

• Lisa Keister (Duke Sociology)
• Paolo Parigi (AirBnB & Stanford Engineering)
• Olav Sorenson (Yale SOM)
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What Economic Sociologists Care About

• Democracy and Social Movements
• Organizations
• Innovation and Entrepreneurship
• Inequality and the Elites
• Work and Labor
• Social Relationships and Trust
• Gender, Race and Identity
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Technology and Economic Sociology

How is technology changing economic and
social life?
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Technology and Economic Sociology

Should we rethink our theories?
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Consider...

The changing narrative around Facebook
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Facebook: NYTimes, 2004

“That would be Thefacebook.com, a Web site that began 10 months ago with
five Harvard students and is now the most popular way to either network or
waste time for a million college students at around 300 colleges, from Yale
to the University of the Pacific.”
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Facebook: NYTimes, 2011

“Facebook and YouTube also offered a way for the discontented to organize
and mobilize — and allowed secular-minded young people to seize the
momentum from Egypt’s relatively neutered, organized opposition.”
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Facebook: NYTimes, 2016

Facebook is the world’s most influential source of news.
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Facebook: NYTimes, 2018

“They posted as fans of pop stars and national heros as they flooded
Facebook with their hatred.”
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What Economic Sociologists Care About

• Democracy and Social Movements
• Organizations
• Innovation and Entrepreneurship
• Inequality and the Elites
• Work and Labor
• Social Relationships and Trust
• Gender, Race and Identity
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Democracy and Social Movements
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Race, Gender and Identity
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Technology and Economic Sociology

Work, Inequality and Innovation
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Trust the ratings
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Will your next manager be an algorithm?
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Robots are slowly killing off jobs

“Robots mean that labor costs don’t matter much, so you might as well
locate in advanced countries with large markets and good infrastructure
(which may soon not include us, but that’s another issue). On the other
hand, it’s not good news for workers!” –Paul Krugman (2012)
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Will creative jobs be safe?
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AI is beginning to transform science
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Maybe even help you write that next novel?
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Conclusion

This is one of the most exciting times to be an
economic sociologist.
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